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in Illinois, by whom be had one son, Fred A. Salisbury, now 
residing in this city. He was married to Miss Ellen A. Graves 
inj Merrill Lodge, Order of Good Templars, in this city, in 1876, 
by whom he had one son, Howard G. Salisbury, also residing 
in this city. 

Brother Jjohn C. Salisbury was an honest member of the 
Pioneers of Los Angeles County, many of whom attended his 
funeral. He was buried with Masonic rites in Rosedale Ceme- 
tery. 

Respectfully, 

J, M. STEWART, 
C. N. WILSON, 
J. L. SLAUGHTER, 
Committee. 

HENRY KIRK WHITE BENT. 

Henry Kirk White Bent was born at Weymouth, Mass., 
October 29, 183 1. He was educated at Williston Seminary 
and Mason Academy, and was ready to enter Amherst when 
measles prevented by seriously impairing his eyesight. He 
then engaged in civil engineering on railroad construction in 
Southern Wisconsin. In 1858 he came to California, worked 
at mining for a year at French Corral, Nevada County; taught 
school a year and a half at Downieville; was elected County 
Surveyor in 1861, and later Public Administrator of Sierra 
County. During the war he was chairman of the Republican 
County Committee, and worked as mining engineer until 1866. 

His health gave way, and he went to Boston, where he un- 
derwent medical treatment for two years. Returning to Cali- 
fornia in 1868, he located in Los Angeles, as an experiment, 
with the result that he tarried in this section until his death. 
Here he recovered his health almost completely, the climate, 
in his opinion, doing more for him than all the medical treat- 
ment he had tried. Soon he engaged in the real estate business, 
taking the agency of the Santa Gertrudes Land Association, 
and later he went into the sheep industry. With returning 
health began his active and successful career in public works, 
which he continued up to within but a few months ago. 

Under Gen. Grant's second administration from 1873 to 
1877, he was postmaster of Los Angeles. 

In 1878 he was elected to the Lob Angeles City Board of 
Education, and was made president of that body. At this pe- 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 305 

riod 'he was an active and powerful factor in many municipal 
works; was one of the founders of the present Public Library 
and for a number of years was vice-president and acting head of 
the Horticultural Society. In the religious field he was a de- 
voted worker for a lifetime. He was a charter member of the 
First Congregational church of this city, and for many years 
trustee and superintendent of the Sunday-school ; also a charter 
member of the North Congregational Church of Pasadena, 
where he was trustee and deacon for the past fourteen years. 

To education Mr. Bent devoted the best of his ability and 
his unselfish record over a period of nearly a score of years, and 
his work attained marked and lasting success. In 1888 he be- 
came one of the original trustees of Poimona College, and re- 
mained a member until within the past year, When failing health 
compelled his retirement. For seven years he was president 
of the board, often being re-elected when differing in judgment 
from the majority of the members — a special tribute to his 
honor and ability. Under his guidance the Claremont institu- 
tion has passed through many dangerous crises and been placed 
on an enlarged and permanent foundation. 

Mr. Bent was a kind man. After the history of his life work 
is related, that tells all the rest. 'Among the pioneers, business, 
church and political associates he will be mourned by a host. 
But it is among the student body which has within the past 
decade gone forth into active life that his passing will be most 
sincerely lamented. In his work in Los Angeles and at Clare- 
mont he exerted a rare influence over the young people striving 
for learning, and many were assisted to their desired ambition 
through his kindly interest and substantial aid. Scores of the 
younger generation in active life throughout Southern Califor- 
nia owe their education and success to the encouragement or 
assistance of Mr. Bent. 

During most of his long life deceased combated disease in 
some form, and for the past several months had been confined to 
his bed with a lung affliction not at all like tuberculosis, but 
which baffled cure, and the end has for some time been known 
to be approaching rapidly and inevitably. He was twice mar- 
ried, and all of his five children and widow survive him. In 
1855 he married Miss Crawford of Oakham, Mass., and the 
children of this union are Mrs. Florence Halstead of Smarts- 
ville, Arthur S. and H. Stanley Bent of this city. Mrs. Bent 
died in 1876, and in 1878 he married Miss Mattie Fairman. 
There are two sons by this union, Earnest F. and Charles E. 
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Bent, the latter being city editor of the Pomona Daily Review. 
The death of Mr. Bent removes a Character that for over 
thirty years has been a potential influence in the progress of 
the educational, religious and political life of Southern Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr. Bent died at his home on Marengo avenue, Pasadena, 
July 29, 1902, aged 70 years and 9 months. 

J. M. GUINN, 

J. W. GILLETTE, 

Committee. 

Chamber of the Pioneers of Los Angeles County, 

Los Angeles, Cal., April 1, 1902. 

John Charles Dotter, a native of Lohr, Germany, was born 
May 4th, 1837, and immigrated to the United States of Amer- 
ica in A. D. 1852, working his way westerly across the continent 
via the Great Salt Lake route to Los Angeles, California, arriv- 
ing in 1856, and has ever since made this city his home. 

He married Miss Elizabeth Kemy and the issue of said mar- 
riage was George C, Corine Frances (the wife of Prof. Milton 
Carlson), Idella and Charlotte, all of whom survive him. 

His home life was exemplary as a loving and kind husband, 
a devoted and affectionate father, and when freed from business 
requirements he spent his time with his devoted family and old 
time friends. 

He was a student of political economy and delighted in true 
progress, advancement and civilization; was a truly assimilated 
citizen of this republic, patriotic, and devoted to the principles 
of our country and the cause of freedom. 

He never failed to vote according to the dictates of his own 
conscience and "principles," not men, was his motto. 

In his diary under date of February 27, 1902, is found the 
following: "Very dizzy; wonder what is the matter." On the 
28th he remained at home, and the day following be kept his 
bed. On Sunday, March 2nd, 1902, visited his office and enter- 
tained a few friends. On Monday, March 3rd, at about 1 1 :oo 
a. m., he was attacked with nausea, continuing until 3 :oo p. m., 
when he passed into a quiet and unbroken sleep for three hours. 
When awakened he complained of pains, which continued until 
8:30 p. m., when, from a stroke of apoplexy, he passed to the 
great beyond. 



